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WELCOME TO

THE ARLINGTON HEIGHTS JUNIOR WOMAN’S CLUB

NEW MEMBER ORIENTATION

MEMBERSHIP REQUIREMENTS:  What are the basic membership requirements for the Arlington Heights Junior Woman’s Club Members?  

1. You will be asked to attend one orientation meeting and pay $50.00 membership dues for the club year.   For those new members joining in January the membership dues are $25.00.
2. Attend 4 General Meetings.  AHJWC meets at Southminster Presbyterian Church at 916 E. Central Rd. in Arlington Heights.  Our meetings are the 3rd Wednesday of each month at 7:00 p.m.  An exception will be our December 14th meeting which will be at Wheeling Township at 1616 N. Arl. Hts. Rd., Arl. Hts. to coordinate with our Wish Tree project.  For those new members joining in January, we ask that you attend 2 meetings.
3. Each member must serve on the Hospitality Committee for one meeting.  As an active member, you will be asked to help hostess one month’s general meeting.  That simply means to bring a dessert/snack/beverage to the meeting and to help set up the hostess table and clean up afterwards.  Board members have already signed up to chair each month’s committee and will contact each of those members who signed up to help her.  Sign-ups for the Hospitality Committee will be available at general meetings.

4. The mandatory service project is the Spring Fundraiser.  Members are asked to assist on a committee and attend or purchase a ticket.  Committees include ad book, decorations, invitations, presentation of gifts, solicitation, and treasury.
The additional service projects we have already scheduled for the club year are listed below.  While it is not mandatory to participate in these projects, AHJWC is a service based club and we rely on the participation of all of our members as their schedules permit.  Our list of service projects varies from year to year based on the interests of our members and we encourage all members to suggest ways in which Club can get more involved with the community.  We welcome suggestions from members on new ideas for service projects.
PADS:  Public Action to Deliver Shelter (PADS) provides shelter and meals for the homeless in the area.  Our members volunteer to prepare the meal or bring supplies to supplement the meal and deliver it to a local church.  There are usually two PADS dates throughout the year and sign-ups will be at the general meetings.  

Autumn Harvest:  We participate by hosting a baby contest at this annual festival at North School Park to promote community goodwill and membership opportunities.

Make A Difference Day:  We participate in this national program by baking and delivering cookies for the Police, Fire & Public Works Departments in our town as a show of support and appreciation.  

Thanksgiving Baskets:  Members are asked to donate needed food or supplies for WINGS based on their needs.  In previous years we have partnered with Girl Scout Troops to assist in our efforts.
Wish Tree:  This is our annual Christmas Wish Tree, which is set up at Egg Harbor in downtown Arl. Hts.  People choose an ornament from the tree with the “wishes” of a needy child and return the gift to us for donating to Wheeling Township.  Our members participate by staffing the Wish Tree booth.  Members can also participate in the craft night by making ornaments for the tree.  

Clearbrook Center:  A private, not-for-profit agency creating opportunities for children and adults with developmental disabilities.  Club members assist at the Holiday Party in December.
Craft Nights:  Throughout the year we have craft nights to assemble things for our various service and/or fundraising projects.  These are fun gatherings and provide a wonderful opportunity for new members to get to know other club members.

Senior Valentine Bingo:  This is held at the Lutheran Home in mid-February.  We call the BINGO games, award prizes and serve homemade cookies and coffee.  

Linus Blankets:  We gather at a member’s home to assemble fleece blankets to donate to this organization which provides blankets for children ranging in age from infant to teenagers.
Toy Library:  We budget $300 annually to purchase new toys for Northwest Community Hospital’s Toy Library which provides toys and games to children to use while they are patients.
Arlington Heights House Walk:  Annual House Walk sponsored by the Arlington Heights Historical Society.  Members are assigned to various houses to guide visitors through the house.  This event takes place in early June.

FUNDRAISING

You will be asked to actively support our major fundraising projects.  This would include attending the events, participating in the planning of events by volunteering to serve on one of the committees, and working a shift at the events.  While the Arlington Heights Junior Woman’s Club is primarily a service organization, our fundraising efforts allow us to provide a broad range of philanthropic giving to many local charities.  Members are asked to make recommendations of worthy organizations for consideration.  At the end of each club year, the board meets to select the charities and amounts to be donated, upon which the entire membership votes its approval.  We are extremely proud of our outstanding reputation for philanthropic giving in the community.  

Spring Fundraiser:  The Spring Fundraiser will be a ladies luncheon on April 21st , 2012 at European Crystal Banquet Hall. There will be raffle prizes, a silent auction, and a grand raffle drawing.  The major recipient of proceeds from this fundraiser will be determined by Club vote in October.
Other Fundraisers:    In the past we have had an annual wine tasting on at Vintages to raise money for scholarships we provide to graduating local high school students.  We also plan a children’s concert in the winter and a garage sale for spring.
Members are always encouraged to suggest creative ways of fundraising.  

SOCIAL EVENTS

In addition to our service projects and fundraisers, we try to offer our members a variety of social events based on member interests.  Our Social Chairperson is busy planning events for the year.  These events are optional and are offered as a way to enhance the friendships made in Club.  Members are always encouraged to offer suggestions as to future events.

Girls Night Out:  We try to get together at a local watering hole after our general meetings to have a chance to continue to meet informally.  Other events may include a pottery night at Thrown Elements, preparing meals at Mindful Meals, a game night, etc.
Road Rally: This event is a great opportunity for newer members to get to know existing members while at the same time testing our trivia knowledge and competing for fun prizes.

Progressive Dinner:  This event is usually held in February and has been a club favorite!

Family Bowling:  Depending on the chair’s wishes, this has either been a mini-fundraiser or a social event held with parents and their children at an Arl. Hts. Bowling alley with food, drink, crazy bowling games and raffle prizes.

May Banquet:  Our end of the year dinner celebration.  This is held the third Wednesday in May (in place of our May general meeting) at a local restaurant.  It is a time to celebrate our past year’s accomplishments and friendships.  
MISCELLANEOUS CLUB INFORMATION

Online Directory:  You will receive an e-mail copy of the member directory.  There is also a password protected copy located online at our web site. 
Board Membership:  Membership on the board is open to all active members who have completed one year of club membership.  A board member has the option of serving for two consecutive years in her position.  In the event no one expresses interest in that position, she may retain it beyond the two-year option.  Similarly, a board member may decide after one year that she does not wish to continue in that position.  In March, leadership questionnaires are circulated and members are asked to indicate whether they would consider a board position.  A slate of officers is presented and voted on at the April meeting, with the installation of officers following at the May Banquet.  The Board meets monthly on the first Wednesday at board members’ homes.

Leadership Questionnaire:  This is the questionnaire distributed to all members in March in which they indicate what positions, if any, they would like to assume in the coming year.  From the questionnaire, we determine board positions, service and fundraising chair positions and social event chairs.

Member Information Sheet:  You will be asked to fill out a Member Information sheet to be retained in a general file available to all members.  It helps us to keep up-to-date with job information, interests, etc.

Member Survey:  At the end of each year, you will receive a survey to fill out rating the various projects, activities and programs we offered during the year, and asking for your comments and suggestions with respect to various club matters.  Your input is extremely valuable here in determining the programs to be offered the following year.

Newsletter Entries:  If you want to publish anything in the newsletter, which is distributed via email during the year, please e-mail it to bulletins@ahjwc.org so our chair receives it no later than the Sunday following the general meeting.  If you are chairing service projects, fundraisers or craft nights, you should provide an update as your event approaches and then a follow-up once it is over.  Other items that can be submitted are marriages, births, special events in your lives, great recipes, restaurants openings, special museum exhibits, interesting volunteer opportunities, etc.  – anything you want to bring to the attention of the membership.  Weekly updates are also emailed on an as-needed basis and we ask that anything you wish to have distributed to everyone in Club be e-mailed no later than Sunday evening for the upcoming week.
Publicity:  Our Publicity Chair (email: publicity@ahjwc.org), ideally needs three weeks lead time for any general information we would like published in the newspaper.  We also try to publicize our club on the Village sign, other community publications and online sources and annually do a display at the Arl. Hts. Memorial Library.  

Evite:  General Meeting and committee meeting notices, along with sign-ups for service projects, craft nights and invitations to social events are sent through Evite.  You are not required to have an Evite account in order to RSVP to these invitations and your personal information is always protected.  Please RSVP promptly to the Evites you receive from AHJWC because this will help the board and committee chairs prepare for meetings and events.
Welcome to the Arlington Heights Junior Woman’s Club.  May your first of many years with Club be very rewarding and filled with wonderful memories!  

If you have any questions, please feel free to call Carrie Conley, Vice President – Membership, at (847-212-5518 ) or via email at membership@ahjwc.org.
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