Junior Women's Club event benefits 2 charities
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Kathleen Rodriguez of Arlington Heights has served as local captain of tag days for the ALS Les Turner Foundation, helping spread the word and collect donations to fight Lou Gehrig's Disease. 

Now, she has brought it to another venue, the Arlington Heights Junior Woman's Club, whose members voted to make the foundation one of two beneficiaries at its major fundraiser Friday night.

Rodriguez spoke to the 187 people who attended the international-themed event, called "Around the World - No Passport Required," and held in the Metropolis Ballroom in Arlington Heights.

She told them how her mother succumbed to the disease 10 years ago, but that currently there are five patients living in Arlington Heights, and another 16 who have lost their battle, since 1999, all local residents who have received services for the ALS Les Turner Foundation.

"People just don't hear about ALS very much, and here there are five people with the disease living right here," Rodriguez said. "I thought this was a chance to raise some significant money for the organization, and build awareness with a new constituency."

Half of the proceeds from Friday's fundraiser also went to Northwest Community Healthcare, to benefit the Children's Services area. Club members, Tracy Lane and Jane Martin, both of Arlington Heights, chaired the event.

"It was the first time in a number of years that we held an evening event, and it definitely drew a different crowd," Lane said. "Which is just what we wanted, since many of the people there had no idea just how many things we do."

The eclectic evening featured a Mexican-themed station with quesadillas, an Italian-themed station with pasta, and a French station with crepes. Guests perused items in a silent auction, while bidding on international-themed baskets in the raffle.

Arlington Heights Junior Woman's Club dates back to 1933 when an area woman formed the club in order to carry out community service projects. Its main objective still holds true today, members say: "to live each day, trying to accomplish something, not merely to exist." 

